In the course of inquiries into the causation of an epidemic of malarial fever in Mutwal, a division of the town of Colombo, last year, I received a report from fifteen members of the Sinhalese Medical Association, in which it was mentioned incidentally that, according to ancient authorities on Ayurvedic medicine, the chief causes of the disease are impure air and water and the existence of mosquitoes. I requested more precise information showing that mosquitoes were associated with the causation of malarial fever; and in reply I received extracts from ancient Indian works, among them an extract from Susruta?a Sanskrit work compiled, I am informed, from one of the lost Yedas.
The age of the work is not known ; but, as it was referred to in the works of a contemporary of Ktllidiisa, the great Sanskrit poet who flourished in the sixth century of the Christian era, the work is at least 1,400 years old.
The following are the translations of the passages. They are taken from the Sanskrit edition published in 1873, and will be found at pages 43 
